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EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 

Sixth Report — “The Food Fix: The Role of Diet in Type 2 Diabetes  
Prevention and Management” — Government Response —  

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.07 pm]: I rise to update members of the house about 
important work that has been undertaken by the government in response to a report of the Education and Health 
Standing Committee, which looked at the role of diet in preventing and managing type 2 diabetes. The report titled 
“The Food Fix: The Role of Diet in Type 2 Diabetes Prevention and Management” was presented to the lower 
house last April and made 36 recommendations on this largely preventable condition, which we know is having 
a devastating impact on an increasing proportion of our population. 

Since that report was presented, the Department of Health has collaborated with a range of government departments 
and agencies to produce a whole-of-government response to the recommendations. In coordinating this response, 
the Department of Health identified the relevant government agency to lead on each recommendation and sought 
both feedback and a determination as to whether the recommendation in question required further review, was 
supported, was supported subject to certain dependencies or was not supported. 

As a result of this process, the government has now proffered its support to four of the 36 recommendations, 
offered tentative support to 14 subject to dependencies being met, proposed the review of 15 and not supported 
three recommendations. 

The government’s response is set out in a document that highlights the importance of taking a holistic, evidence-based, 
best-practice approach to tackling the diabetes epidemic and notes the importance of aligning these approaches 
with national and state strategic agendas relating to diabetes and other chronic conditions. 

Coordinating this whole-of-government response was a formidable task, especially given the number and complexity 
of recommendations. I commend the Department of Health on producing such a comprehensive and considered 
document. The Department of Health will now lead an interagency project to review the recommendations and 
develop an implementation plan. By taking an approach to the diabetes epidemic that considers both risk factors and 
other contributing issues, such as environmental and social determinants of health, we will be creating an opportunity 
to improve the health and wellbeing of not just those at risk of type 2 diabetes, but also the wider community. 

I commend the committee on its work and now table the Western Australian government’s response to the 
Education and Health Standing Committee’s sixth report, “The Food Fix”. 

[See paper 3197.] 
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